
can take roots and spread to a di-

verse audience.”  Mentor relation-

ships can be fostered especially to 

encourage more girls to get in-

volved with STEM related activi-

ties.  

Minich would like to see more 

students take advantage of the 

experience and perhaps plan a 

Wyo Maker Faire in the near fu-

ture. 

The World Maker Faire is a new 

culture taking grass roots around 

the world where makers gather  

and show their do-it-yourself crea-

tions.  It is part science fair, part 

county fair and is a showcase of 

invention, creativity and resource-

fulness.  Makers are tech enthusi-

asts, crafters, educators, tinkerers, 

food artisans, hobbyists, engineers, 

science clubs, artists, students and 

commercial exhibitors. Often 

times it is a collaborative effort in 

sharing knowledge and problem 

solving.  One hundred thousand 

people attended the two-day event 

in September in New York.  

Curt Minich and his students So-

phia Reck, Christopher Mazza and 

Samuel Botterbusch showcased  

the Smart Pod, a device two years 

in the making.  The Smart Pod is a 

network of devices with sensors 

including temperature, humidity, 

light, sound, and more that moni-

tors the home environment.  It is 

an intelligent cloud-based software 

agent that notifies homeowners 

with recommendations to optimize 

energy use, save money, and can 

automatically turn off appliances. 

Asked many times over the week-

end if the students intended to 

market Smart Pod, they answered 

their main objective was to learn 

how to solve their own problems 

and inspire other students to get 

involved, even elementary students 

through the use of “Little Bits” 

which are snap-together circuit 

boards. 

Minich said, “The Smart Pod is 

just one example of a project that 

World Maker Faire—The Greatest Show & Tell on Earth 
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Samuel Botterbusch works on the 
Smart Pod at the Wyomissing Area 
booth. 

Wyo Area students 
participating in the 
World Maker Faire, 
from left: Samuel Bot-
terbusch, Sophia Reck, 
and Christopher Mazza. 



 

Welcome Our New Teachers 

Hilary Haubrich 

Math, JSHS    

Haubrich received her master’s 

degree from Cabrini College.  She 

comes to Wyo Area with several 

years’ experience. 

Chelsea Leber 

Math, JSHS 

A graduate of Millersville Univer-

sity, Leber has relocated to Berks 

County to join the Wyo Area team. 

Valerie Macaronis 

Social Studies, JSHS 

Macaronis graduated from 

Kutztown University.  She is also 

certified as a Library Media Spe-

cialist.  In addition to her teaching 

responsibilities at a prior district, 

she also ran a virtual academy.    

Sarah Cirba 

Grade 3 

Cirba is a graduate of Kutztown 

University and has previously 

served as a long term and daily 

substitute for the District. 

 

 

Beth Delp 

Nurse, WHEC 

As a school nurse at another 

district, substitute nurse for Wyo 

Area, and a pediatric nurse for 

the Children’s Hospital of Phila-

delphia and John Hopkins Hos-

pital, Delp brings a wealth of 

experience. 

Lauren Fiorentino 

LTS Grade 2 

A graduate of Penn State, 

Fiorentino has filled various 

roles for the District. She is 

teaching a second grade class 

that was added this year due to 

increased enrollment. 

Steven Holst 

LTS Grade 4 

Holst is certified in Elementary 

K-6 and Special Education. He 

has served the District in various 

roles including an extended sub-

stitute elementary teacher last 

school year. 

                                      

Allison Costello 

Extended Substitute, Special 

Education, JSHS 

Costello graduated from East 

Stroudsburg University.  Her 

experience includes Learning 

Support and extended school 

year programs.  

Ashley Ermold 

LTS Science, JSHS 

A graduate of Shippensburg 

University, Ermold is certified in 

Earth & Space Science, General 

Science, Environmental Science, 

and Middle School Science. 

Nicholas Fox 

LTS Math, JSHS 

Fox graduated from Penn State 

University and served as an ex-

tended substitute last year. 

Sarah Gallen 

Itinerate Autistic Support, 

JSHS 

Gallen has a M.Ed. from Alver-

nia University.  Her past work 

experience includes Autistic 

Support and Life Skills. 
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Back Row Left to Right: Nicholas Fox, Christine Paige, Chelsea Leber, Hilary Hau-
brich, Ashley Ermold, Claire Langdon, Sarah Cirba, Meredith Weisman, Steven Holst. 
Seated: Lauren Fiorentino, Valerie Macaronis, Amy Steffy, Rebecca Sibbett, Sarah 
Gallen, and Beth Delp. 

Allison Costello 

Sara Sculley 

Stephanie Zechman 

Claire Langdon 

Grade 4 

Langdon is a graduate of 

Kutztown University.  She was a 

third grade teacher before relo-

cating to Wyomissing Area from 

Washington. 

Christine Paige 

ESL, WHEC 

Paige has a Master’s degree and 

received her ESL certification 

from Penn State.  She was for-

merly an elementary ESL teach-

er in a local school district. 

Sara Sculley 

Extended Substitute, Grade 2 

Sculley is a graduate of West 

Chester University and is filling 

in for a teacher on leave. 

Amy Steffy 

LTS Grade 1 

A graduate of Lee University, 

Steffy has previously been a 

Kindergarten Aide as well a 

substitute teacher for the Dis-

trict. 

Meredith Weisman 

Grade 3 

Weisman acquired her Master of 

Science degree from Saint Jo-

seph’s University. She is a grad-

uate of Wyomissing Area. 

Stephanie Zechman 

LTS Grade 3 

Zechman graduated from the 

State University of New York at 

Cortland. She is filling in for a 

teacher on leave. 

Sara Blekicki 

Extended Substitute, Special 

Education, WREC 

Blekicki is a graduate of Alver-

nia University.  Her experience 

includes autistic, emotional, and 

learning support. 

Rebecca Sibbet 

Extended Substitute, Special 

Education, WREC 

Sibbett is certified in Elementary 

Education and Special Educa-

tion. She has served in various 

assignments for the District in-

cluding a long-term substitute 

position last school year. 

In addition to serving as Depart-

ment Chair for 10 years, Man-

gold has enjoyed working with 

the students of the Junior High 

Student Council and planning 

the Mini-THON raising money 

for the 4 Diamonds Fund and 

Pediatric Cancer.  Off-shoot 

events of the Mini-THON she 

has organized include the very 

popular Dancing with the Spar-

tans and the newest event Taste 

of Wyomissing. 

Mangold and her husband Ed 

live in Wyomissing with their 

With 21 years in education, 20 

as a Social Studies teacher at 

Wyo, the District is pleased to 

announce that Jennifer Mangold 

has been appointed to a new 

administrative position as the 

Supervisor of Assessments and 

Instructional Interventions. 

Mangold received a B.S. in Sec-

ondary Education-Social Stud-

ies, a M.Ed. in Secondary Edu-

cation, and certification in Su-

pervision and Curriculum and 

Instruction from Kutztown Uni-

versity. 

 

children Nicholas and Grace.  In 

her spare time she likes to work 

out at the gym, participating in a 

variety of different classes such 

as Body Pump, Spin, Body 

Combat, Boot Camp, and Box-

ing.  She also enjoys traveling, 

cooking, attending her children’s 

sporting and musical events and 

spending time with friends and 

family.  She looks forward to 

working with the staff and stu-

dents in her new role within the 

school district. 

 

 

New Teachers, cont’d. 

May We Introduce You to… 
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Sara Blekicki 

 

Jennifer Mangold 



Congratulations 

 to the following employees who have earned 

 service pins for their years of service... 
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5 

30 
Kelly McClennan and Audrey Colapreto 

James Jackson 
Ryan McBrearty 
Geoffrey Osman 
Karen Ostrander 

Sarah Rugg 
Carley Schopf 

Terry Sarangoulis 
Elizabeth Tollin 

10 

Joseph Allen 
Keith Arnold 

Michele Hatt-Ciemiewicz 
Kelly Keim 

Jeremiah Kozlowski 
Amy Lutz 

Barry Matz 
Christopher Miller 

Holly Miller 
Brianna O’Neil 
Steven O’Neil 

Dana Quinlivan 
Thomas Ritter 
Colleen Vargo 
Bruce Wanzie 

15 

Patti Armstrong 
Matthew Babiarz 

Nancy Boyer 
Kim Bressler 
Susan Derr 

Erika Homan 
Eve Pardo 

Lindsay Rada 
Michael Vecchio 

20 

Joseph Ayala 
Mark Flannery 

Andrea Landrum 
Karen Sichak 

 

25 
Susan Larkin 

All first grade students received 

a complimentary new bicycle 

helmet courtesy of AAA Read-

ing-Berks Auto Club Foundation 

for Safety during an assembly on 

bicycle and pedestrian safety. 

Bicycle safety is one of AAA’s 

core initiatives as they try to 

educate folks and prevent inju-

ries. 

Dr. Andrew Kuhn, Principal told 

the students, “I want you to think 

about safety not just when 

you’re in school, but when 

you’re outside in the communi-

ty.” 

Cheryl Gouker, AAA marketing 

and public affairs coordinator 

provided such tips as what to 

wear when walking so drivers 

notice you; what common street 

signs and signals mean; to look 

both ways when crossing the 

street and to never dart into the 

street from behind a parked car. 

Although Pennsylvania law re-

quires children to wear a bicycle 

helmet until age 12, Gouker 

stressed the importance of con-

tinuing to wear one to prevent 

head injuries.  She pointed out 

the importance of protecting 

their brain when they are 13, 20, 

or 50 years old to encourage 

them to  continue to wear a hel-

met. 

The Wyomissing Area School District is pleased to announce that Rohan Rai was named as a semifi-
nalist in the National Merit Scholarship Program.  Jack DiCintio received a letter of commendation 
and Izaak Weaver-Herrara was named a National Merit Hispanic Scholar. 

AAA Promotes Bicycle Safety with First Grade 

National Merit Scholarship 
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The start of the school year 

boasted three parent-led after 

school programs for students of 

WREC. 

Basketball for the Curious, is 

an introduction to the game of 

basketball for girls. Parent 

Kayleen Soffer loves the game 

and wanted to share it with girls 

that never played.  Not sure of 

the response, she was encour-

aged to have 15 girls participate, 

most of whom had little or no 

experience.  With only 35 

minutes of court time per week, 

she said, “There was no time to 

waste!”  The first week Soffer 

covered basic skills including 

ball handling, dribbling, shoot-

ing form and chest passes. The 

second week she expanded on 

those skills by adding v-dribble, 

pivot, rebounding, bounce passes 

and shooting. One student, Ju-

licia was all smiles when she 

said to Soffer, “I didn’t realize 

how much fun basketball could 

be.” In the third week, the girls 

learned how to shoot a lay-up 

and some rules of the game.  

Soffer saw potential when in the 

fourth week they played a real 

game of basketball. Soffer’s 

hope is that they will continue 

learning and playing the game at 

home, recess, or the playground 

and feel confident enough to try 

out for the Wyomissing Youth 

Basketball Club which may lead 

to them playing high school 

basketball. 

Yoga Club, a group of seven 

boys and fifteen girls is led by 

Amy Sharkey.  Sharkey models 

the session after her adult class. 

The class always starts by greet-

ing each other, followed by a sun 

salutation, standing pose, modi-

fied back bend, and ends in a 

quiet pose with guided relaxa-

tion. Finally everyone rings the 

yoga bell and shares what they 

enjoyed in class. Jaden, a fifth 

grade student said, It’s helped 

me to learn to concentrate, to 

relax and feel less stressed.”  His 

favorite pose is the Eagle. 

Community Spartans, led by 

Rachel Kuhn, is a service learn-

ing group of fourteen 6th grade 

girls who are interested in mak-

ing a difference in the communi-

ty.  The group began as a part of 

the Junior League of Reading's 

Youth Empowered initiative that 

seeks to empower young leaders 

through community service. 

Using guidelines and materials 

from generationOn, a division of 

the Points of Light Foundation, 

the girls worked together as a 

team to develop a community 

project about which they were 

passionate.  Last year this group 

of young leaders chose to ad-

dress recycling and the environ-

ment by leading a drive for bro-

ken crayons in WREC and 

WHEC and other areas in the 

community.  Many girls collect-

ed broken crayons from their 

neighbors.  The girls collected 

over 20 lbs. of crayons that were 

then sent to a crayon recycling 

center to be melted down into 

fun shapes.  The girls took it 

another step further by hosting a 

table at the Wyomissing Earth 

Day celebration where they 

taught other children how to 

create art from recycled materi-

als and displayed the results 

from their crayon drive.  This 

year the Community Spartans 

will include both 5th and 6th 

graders and will take on a brand 

new community project!  

WREC After School Programs 
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“I didn’t realize how 

much fun basketball 

could be.” 

— Julicia 

Basketball for the Curious  
girls gather before class. 

Yoga Club members 
demonstrate a few poses. 

AP Scholar—Granted to students 
who receive scores of 3 or higher 
on three or more AP Exams. 
 
Tierney Banco 
Spencer Barbera 
James Cardi 
Alexander Condron 
Sam Debelle-Mitton 
Nicholas Dennis 
Thomas DiCarlo 
Paul Gehret 
Peter Geyer 
Christopher Gleason 
Carmen Heinly 
Jason Kusmierz 
Megan Leagans 
Aleena Mahmood 
Gabriella Michelson 
Emily Opel 
Mariah Pease 
Matthew Sachenik 
William Shuttlesworth 
Danielle Simons 
August Smith 
Marguerite Thornton 
Liviu Trifoi 
Mara Trifoi 
Brian Walters 
Samantha Woerle 
Austin Wondowski 
 

AP Scholar with Honor—Granted to 
students who receive an average 
score of at least 3.25 on all AP Ex-
ams taken, and scores of 3 or high-
er on four or more of these exams. 
 
James Bamberger 
Julia-Kate Brackbill 
Emma Cheskey 
Jocelyn Dialectos 
Andre Fick 
Noelle Fromuth 
Nathaniel Gallen 
Bryanna Groff 
Laura Howe 
Louis Kim 
Zachary Miller 
Derek Moser 
Craig Silverman 
Henry Smychynsky 
Isabelle Tietbohl 
Peter Tietbohl 
Johanna Ure 
Abigail Waxler 
Jonathan Wertz 
Maria Yost 

AP Scholar with Distinction—Granted 
to students who receive an average 
score of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams 
taken, and scores of three or higher 
on five or more of these exams. 
 
Mikayla Ambarian 
Gavin Babb 
Madison Bickel 
Alexander Bonino 
Peter Bonino 
James Brugger 
Christine Chau 
Katie Cush 
Lauren Decusatis 
Jack DiCintio 
Brett Driben 
Sarah Ellington 
Mark Goldberg 
David Knauer 
Allen Lau 
Lisa Le 
Alan Lu 
Jack Mahon 
Rohan Rai 
Rodrigo Saad-Berreta 
Aidan Scargle 
Alexander Shields 
Amber Smith 
Slade Strauss 
Dylan Thomas 
Charles Tonneslan 
Izaak Weaver-Herrera 
Andrew Wert 
Patrick White 

 
 
National AP Scholar — Granted to students in the United States who receive 
an average score of at least 4 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of four or 
higher on eight or more of these exams. 
 
Alexander Bonino Brett Driben  Alan Lu 
Peter Bonino  Sarah Ellington  Rohan Rai 
James Brugger  David Knauer  Dylan Thomas 
 
 

 

Advanced Placement Scholars 
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AP International Diploma — 
Granted to students who receive 
scores of three or higher on five or 
more AP Exams in three or more 
subject areas. 
 
Sarah Ellington 



Our Mission: 

 Inspiring Excellence One Spartan at a Time 

Our Vision: 

 The Wyomissing Area School District aspires to be the preeminent public 

 educational institution; as we: 

 Prepare students to excel in a highly complex global community 

 Offer rigorous academics, cutting-edge technology and enriching extra-

curricular opportunities 

 Attract and retain the best team of administrators and staff; and 

 Create a culture built on respect, trust and integrity. 

Insight 

assistance of art teacher Mike Miller, 

one picture that was water damaged 

was also restored.  However, the ban-

ners were in too much disrepair to be 

hung. 

McDonough researched a vendor that 

could replicate the old banners and 

paid to have them reproduced.  The 

Facilities Department will ensure the 

banners are proudly displayed with 

the team pictures keeping the 

memory of the championship basket-

ball team alive! 

Thanks to the generous donation 

of West Reading residents and 

West Reading Class of 1963 grad-

uates Stew and Tina McDonough, 

four championship banners from 

the West Reading basketball team 

will once again hang in the WREC 

gymnasium. 

When WREC was renovated in 

2011, Bernie Elzer from Grafika 

Commercial Printing, Inc. donated 

the time and materials to restore 

the old team pictures.  With the 

Championship Banners are Back in WREC! 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

KAREN R. MCAVOY 

PRESIDENT 
 

JENNAFER K. REILLY  

VICE PRESIDENT 
 

GREGORY L. PORTNER 

TREASURER 
 

ANNE P. SELTZER 

ASSISTANT BOARD SECRETARY 
 

MARK BOYER 

SECRETARY (NON-MEMBER) 
 

LESA I. BUTERA 

MICHELLE M. DAVIS 

CHRISTOPHER W. HEINLY 

SCOTT C. PAINTER, ESQ. 

SANDRA A. REESE 

Principal Dr. Corbett Babb and Stew McDonough 
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